
 

 

 

Health-oriented social scientists sought 

Africa Region (Ghana, Kenya, South Africa and Tanzania) 
 

INTREC (INDEPTH Training and Research Centres of Excellence) is an EU-funded 

project that aims to provide state-of-the-art, region-specific training on social 

determinants of health for researchers and other stakeholders; and to bring together 

researchers and decision-makers so as to ensure that the latter receive the best 

available information to support their work. 

 

The project is to run between January 2012 and June 2015in four African countries 

(Ghana, Kenya, South Africa, and Tanzania) and four Asian countries (Bangladesh, 

India, Indonesia, and Vietnam).  

 

As part of the first phase of this work, we are currently recruiting eight health-

oriented social scientists (one in each of the eight participating countries) to work 

full time, between February 1 and August 31 2012. Tasks will include reviewing the 

epidemiological and policy backgrounds in their own country; arranging and 

conducting interviews with a variety of stakeholders; management and analysis of 

the interview data; and writing a report identifying the key research issues, training 

needs, and policy recommendations for addressing the social determinants of health. 

 

Essential qualifications 

 

� Citizen of the INTREC country where s/he will work 

� PhD in relevant social science or health research discipline, or MA/MSc/MPH in 

relevant discipline with at least 3 years of field experience 

� Understanding of the social determinants of health  

� Good command of English (both written and oral) 

� Strong analytical and writing skills for report writing 

� Ability to synthesise large quantities of information into concise, digestible 

formats 

� Ability to work independently 

� Willingness to provide biweekly progress updates, and to communicate openly 

with manager about work-related issues 



� Willingness and ability to travel in-country to conduct interviews 

� Willingness and ability to travel and participate in INTREC training and 

writing workshops (February 2012 and mid-2012 respectively). 

 

 

Desirable qualifications 

 

� Experience of conducting open-ended, semi-structured interviews with 

decision makers 

� Knowledge and understanding of the national political and policy 

environment 

 

Application procedure: candidates should send their CV and a letter (in Word or 

PDF format) presenting themselves and their motivation for applying, to Dr Martin 

Bangha (martin.bangha@indepth-network.org) of the INDEPTH network in Accra, 

Ghana, cc’d to Prof Karen Hofman (Karen.Hofman@wits.ac.za) by Monday January 

9th 2012. 

 

Current INDEPTH employees are welcome to apply. In these cases, INDEPTH is 

willing to dialogue with applicants regarding certain aspects of the proposed job 

description. 

 

One laptop, relevant software, and basic office supplies will be provided for each 

INTREC social scientist, as will international and national travel costs, as necessary. 

 

For further information, contact Dr Martin Bangha and/or Prof Karen Hofman on the 

email addresses given above. 


