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The basic question:

How to move from VA interview data to 

sensible interpretations of cause of 

death?death?



Recent paper exploring Agincourt’s VA archives

(freely available for download from www.plosmedicine.org)



Main messages:

• There were no differences in aggregated causes of 

death between physician-interpreted and InterVA-

interpreted data, in terms of conclusions that would 

lead to different public health policies

• Essential to allow the possibility of more than one • Essential to allow the possibility of more than one 

cause of death per case

• Need to think seriously about capturing 

uncertainties in assigning cause of death at the 

individual level, and carry those uncertainties forward 

into aggregated analyses



Recent paper exploring VAs from SA, Et, Vn, Id





Main messages:

• Clear and sensible differences in cause of death 

patterns 

• Huge advantage of having a standard model to apply 

across different contexts – the differences can’t be 

due to different local interpretationdue to different local interpretation

• Also applies to analyses over time e.g. tracking 

development of HIV/AIDS-related deaths





Physician interpretation

children                                         adults



The way forward:

• Many sites have accumulated VA data

• These data are a unique international resource

• To maintain our international credibility, these 

data must be analysed and published very soon

• Cause of Death Group meeting on Wednesday 

at 1600 – need all sites with VA to be there!


