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INDEPTH Network

2003 Johannesburg 
workshop 



INDEPTH-WHO  physical & cognitive function in older adults 
2006/7

Site Study population Physical and cognitive 
evaluation

Site pop Pop 50+ SAGE-
INDEPTH 
summary

Full 
SAGE 
survey 

AFRICA

Agincourt, South Africa 70 000 8 429 X X

Ifakara, Tanzania 60 000 6 600 XIfakara, Tanzania 60 000 6 600 X

Nairobi, Kenya 68 746 2 771 X

Navrongo, Ghana 144 187 22 952 X X

ASIA

Filabavi, Vietnam 50 000 8 500 X

Matlab, Bangladesh 212 328 33 797 X

Purworejo, Indonesia 52 500 14 200 X

Vadu, India 68 354 8 754 X X



INDEPTH – WHO, 2005 – 2010

WHO Study on Adult Health & Global Aging (SAGE)

INDEPTH Adult Health & Aging Initiative

Summary module: Physical and cognitive function 
for inclusion in routine HDSS rounds, adults 50+

Full SAGE survey in settings w national studies, SA, Ghana, India

INDEPTH Network

Full SAGE survey in settings w national studies, SA, Ghana, India

Section 1000: Health State Descriptions
Section 2000: Subjective Wellbeing and Quality of Life



2008, Umeå workshop



Journal progress update: Global Health Action

CONTRIBUTION STATUS

Foreword
Awaited

Editorial To be written once all papers ready

Background/methods 1st draft complete

Journal 
launch 
2010
with Background/methods

paper
1st draft complete

Site-specific papers 
7 of 8 ready for peer review 

Online submission to GHA underway

Senior reviewer/mentor selected

Cross-site comparative 
paper

Analyses in advanced stage

Commentaries Authors to be invited

with 

release 

Public 
access
dataset 



Ageing population
tests health system

• KEY ROLE: Two 

elderly women pound 

fruit… The elderly can 

make an important make an important 

contribution to 

households if their 

health is maintained, 

says a new study.
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Planning ahead…

• Further analyses and writing / capacity development 
with enriched datasets                                         

(contextual variables, longit data + country comparisons)     

– Data validity: cross-site comparison 

INDEPTH-Harvard w’shop 4/2010, papers in progressINDEPTH-Harvard w’shop 4/2010, papers in progress

• Repeat SAGE module (wave-2+): 2010 onwards

• Bring together…

– NCD risk factor module

– Work on epi-demographic transitions

• Program of evaluation, intervention / h systems R&D 

• 2010/11 Partner w Centre for Pop & Devt at Harvard


