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Figure 1: Map of the Nouna HDSS catchment area

Brief Description of Nouna HDSS

The Nouna Health Research Centre (CRSN) is one of the four research institutes of the Ministry
of Health. It has been running an HDSS since 1992.The Nouna HDSS is located within the Nouna
health district catchment area in northwest Burkina Faso, 300 km from the capital city,
Ouagadougou. The HDSS area is characterized by a Sub-Saharan climate with a mean annual
rainfall of 800mm with fairly constant average daily min. (20-28.1°C) and max temperature
(29.5-37.2°C) throughout the year. Rainfall occurs from Mai-September. The region consists of
“Plateaux” with gentle slopes and drained by several small semi-permanent streams. The HDSS
catchment area is about 1775 Km? with the specificity of covering both rural and semi-urban
areas. The population is about 90,000 residing in 11,750 households across 58 villages and
Nouna town. Subsistence farming is the predominant occupation.
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Figure 2: Nouna Population Pyramid, 2011



Demographic Characteristics for the year 2011

Crude Birth Rate (CBR) 35,14 %o
Crude Death Rate (CDR) 8,5%0
Neonatal Mortality 8,8%0
Post-neonatal Mortality 29,9%o
Infant Mortality 35,8%o0
Child Mortality (1-4 years) | 16,9%o
Under Five Mortality 98,8%o0
Rate of Natural Increase 26,6%0
In-Migration 80,7%.
Out-Migration 81,8%-
Growth 3,4% (2000-2011)

Within a needs-oriented focus of four core areas that are:

Health System Research (treatment seeking behaviour, malaria case management,
quality of care, health financing, research to policy, reproductive health, health and
equity, adult health, migration, assessment of poverty reduction strategies)

Biomedical Research (parasitology, entomology, biochemistry in malaria and virology in
HIV/AIDS, bacteriology in meningitis)

Clinical Research (new and old drugs in malaria, treatment of meningitis, resistance in
ARV drugs)

Global Climate change and environmental health;

The CRSN is assigned the following main objectives and missions:

Conceptualize and lead multidisciplinary field-based health-research projects relevant to
national health policy;

Disseminate results of the research to promote health-sector reforms;

Contribute to capacity-building in health research; and

Provide the Ministry of Health with evidence-based data for health policy and planning.
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Nouna HDSS population during a sensitization session



